Water System

The City of Gonzales derives its water supply from
ground-water sources within the Salinas Valley groundwater
basin. About 530,000 acre-feet of water per year are pumped
from the Salinas Valley groundwater basin, 95% of which is
used for irrigated agriculture. The remaining 5% are used for
municipal and industrial purposes, serving a population of
approximately 150,000 people. The city currently operates 4
deep-water wells located throughout the city. After the water
comes out of these wells, we treat it with chlorine for disin-
fection to protect against microbial contaminants.
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System Improvement

To meet the needs of our customers the City of Gonzales is
continually developing and improving our water system.
There are 7 million gallons of storage capacity. Gonzales
now has computer-controlled pumps to monitor their system
operations. Well 7 replaces Well No. 3 at 201 C St. and is
online.

Water Quality - A National Priority

The safety of public water
supplies has received much at-
tention in recent years. The City
of Gonzales customers should
know that our water supply is
safe and meets all drinking
water standards. Gonzales
drinking water comes from
groundwater pumped by wells.
Aswatertravels overthe surface
oftheland orthrough the ground, itdissolves naturally occurring
minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick
up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from
human activity.

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in
drinking water than the general population. Immuno-com-
promised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing
chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ trans-
plants people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system dis-
orders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk
from infections. These people should seek the advice about
drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/CDC
guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infec-
tion by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants
are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-
426-4791).

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled
water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs,
springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the
land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring
minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick
up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from
human activity.

Contaminants that are sampled and tested include:

e Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria,

that may come from sewage treatment plants, septic
systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife.
Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, that
can be naturally occurring or result from urban storm-
water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater dis
charges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming.
Pesticides and herbicides, that come from a variety
of sources such as agriculture, urban stormwater runoff,
and residential uses.
Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic
and volatile organic chemicals, that are byproducts of
industrial processes and petroleum production, and
can also come from gas stations, urban stormwater
runoff, agricultural application, and septic systems.
Radioactive contaminants, that can be naturally occur
ring or the result of oil and gas production and mining
activities.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) and the State
Water Resources Control Board (State Board) prescribe
regulations that limit the amount of certain contaminants in
water provided by public water systems. The State Board
regulations also establish limits for contaminants in bottled
water that provide the same protection for public health.

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be
expected to contain at least small amounts of some con-
taminants. The presence of contaminants does not neces-
sarily indicate that water poses a health risk. More informa-
tion about contaminants and potential health effects can be
obtained by calling the U.S. EPA's Safe Drinking Water
Hotline (1-800-426-4791).

California drinking water regulations require that water deliv-
ered by public water systems be, at all times, pure, wholesome
and potable, as required by the federal and state Safe Drink-
ing Water Acts. To accomplish this mandate, domestic water
must meet strict standards, as provided in the California
Domestic Water Quality and Monitoring Regulations.

This regulation includes primary and secondary maximum
contaminant levels (MCL) and monitoring frequencies for
specified microbiological, chemical and radionuclide con-
taminants. Primary contaminants are those, which may have
an adverse health effect. Secondary contaminants are those,
which may adversely affect the aesthetic quality of the drink-
ing water. The regulation includes the provisions adopted by
the federal Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974. The state has
direct enforcement responsibility for all public water systems
with 200 or more service connections.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) establishes
monitoring requirements and maximum contaminant levels.
As the EPA develops new standards, California will amend
state regulations, which establish water quality requirements
for local water supplies. This report includes the respective
public health goal (PHG), or the federal maximum contam-
inant level goal (MCLG) for chemicals that do not yet have
a PHG.

Water Quality Data

The table above lists the drinking water contaminants detect-
ed during the 2025 calendar year. In order to ensure that tap
water is safe to drink, the California State Water Resources
Control Board, Division of Drinking Water prescribes regu-
lations, which limit the amount of certain contaminants in
water provided by public water systems. We treat our water
according to the Board’s regulations. The California Depart-
ment of Public Health’s Food and Drug Branch regulations
establish limits for contaminants in bottled water, which must
provide the same protection for the public. Drinking water,
including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to
contain at least small amounts of some contaminants.

The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate
that water poses a health risk. More information about con-
taminants and potential health effects can be obtained by
calling the USEPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-
4791). The presence of these contaminants in the water does
not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk.
Unless otherwise noted, the data presented in this table is
from testing done January 1-December 31, 2025. The State
requires us to monitor for certain contaminants less than
once per year because the concentrations of these contami-
nants are not expected to vary significantly from year to year.
Some of the data, though representative of the water quality,
is more than a year old.

Nitrate in drinking water at levels above 10 mg/L is a health
risk for infants of less than six months of age. Such nitrate
levels in drinking water can interfere with the capacity of the
infant’s blood to carry oxygen, resulting in a serious illness;
symptoms include shortness of breath and blueness of the
skin. Nitrate levels above 10 mg/L may also affect the abili-
ty of the blood to carry oxygen in other individuals, such as
pregnant women and those with certain specific enzyme de-
ficiencies. If you are caring for an infant, or you are pregnant,
you should ask advice from your health care provider. None
of Gonzales’ nitrate monitoring results were above the MCL
of 10mg/L.

Definitions

+ Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): The highest level
of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. Primary
MCLs are set as close to the PHGs (or MCLGs) as is eco-
nomically and technologically feasible. Secondary MCLs
are set to protect the odor, taste, and appearance of drink-
ing water.

+ Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): The level
of a contaminant in drinking water below which thereis no
known or expected risk to health. MCLGs are set by the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

* Public Health Goal (PHG): The level of a contaminant
in drinking water below which there is no known or expected
risk to health. PHGs are set by the California Environmen-
tal Protection Agency.

« Primary Drinking Water Standard (PDWS): MCLs and
MRDLs for contaminants that affect health along with their
monitoring and reporting requirements, and water treat-
ment requirements.

« Secondary Drinking Water Standards (SDWS): MCLs for
contaminants that affect taste, odor, or appearance of the
drinking water. Contaminants with SDWSs do not affect
the health at the MCL levels.

+ Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL): The
highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water.
There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant
is necessary for control of microbial contaminants.

+ Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG):
The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there
is no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not
reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control
microbial contaminants.

» Regulatory Action Level: The concentration of a con-
taminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other
requirements that a water system must follow.

+ Treatment Technique (TT): Arequired process intended to
reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water.

+ Level 1 Assessment: A Level 1 assessment is a study of
the water system to identify potential problems and de-
termine (if possible) why total coliform bacteria have been
found in our water system.

» Level 2 Assessment: A Level 2 assessment is a very de-
tailed study of the water system to identify potential prob-
lems and determine (if possible) why an E. coli MCL viola-
tion has occurred and/or why total coliform bacteria have
been found in our water system on multiple occasions.

e Variances and Exemptions: Permissions from the State
Water Resources Control Board (State Board) to exceed
an MCL or not comply with a treatment technique under
certain conditions have been found in our water system on
multiple occasions.

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health
problems, especially for pregnant women and young children.
Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and compo-
nents associated with service lines and home plumbing. City
of Gonzales is responsible for providing high quality drinking
water but cannot control the variety of materials used in
plumbing components. When your water has been sitting
for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead
exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes
before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned
about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water
tested. Information on lead in drinking water, testing meth-
ods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available
from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.
gov/safewater/lead.

The City of Gonzales tests on a regular basis for Lead and
Copper, according to Lead and Copper Rule. In 2025, 21
samples were collected and found to be within state limits.
No schools in our District have requested Lead and Copper
sampling this year.

The city was required to prepare a service line inventory by
October 16, 2024 to identify service lines that may contain
lead so that customers can make the necessary replace-
ments. If you have any questions or would like to view the
service line inventory, please visit or contact City Hall at 147
Fourth St, (831) 675-5000.

A source water assessment was conducted for Well 4 and
Well 5 in July of 2001 and Well 6 in October 2003. Well 7
source was tested before it went online in 2021. No contam-
inants have been detected in the water supply; however, the
source is considered most vulnerable to the following activ-
ities: (NOTE: the most vulnerable activities can be found in
your assessment on the vulnerability summary page)

Chemical/petroleum processing/storage

Historic gas stations

Septic system - high density



Likely Source of Contamination
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SUMMARY OF WATER QUALITY DATA FOR THE YEAR 2025

PRIMARY STANDARDS — MANDATED HEALTH RELATED STANDARDS
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Microbiological Contaminants

Contaminant

A completed copy of the assessment may be viewed at:
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