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PG&E Conducting Inspections of Substations by Helicopter in Monterey county 

 
Monterey, Calif. — In the next few days, Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) contract 
crews will be working in Monterey county to conduct accelerated wildfire safety inspections of 
substations using helicopters.  
 
The helicopter inspections will complement and further enhance visual inspections by gathering 
information from the substations by capturing LiDAR data and photographs to determine if any 
repairs are needed. These inspections are part of the company’s wildfire safety efforts, 
implemented following the 2017 and 2018 wildfires as additional precautionary measures 
intended to further reduce wildfire risks. 
 
In Monterey county, helicopters will fly over substations in the areas of Monterey, Carmel, 
Carmel Valley, Salinas and King City. Depending on clear weather conditions, flights will occur 
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Helicopters will be flying above the substation at an altitude from 
ground of no lower than 250 feet for 10 minutes or less and will follow all safety standards and 
Federal Aviation Administration regulations.  
 
To ask questions or check for PG&E’s presence, please email wildfiresafety@pge.com. 
Additional information is available at pge.com/wildfireinspections. 
 
PG&E inspection crews are conducting accelerated inspections of approximately 200 
substations across the company’s service area. This work is being done as part of the 
company’s Community Wildfire Safety Program and is in addition to its routine inspections and 
maintenance programs. These helicopter inspections are taking place across PG&E’s service 
area in locations that have been designated as elevated or extreme risk of wildfire based on the 
California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) High Fire-Threat District Map. 
 
Community Wildfire Safety Program 
 
PG&E’s comprehensive Community Wildfire Safety Program includes real-time monitoring and 
intelligence capabilities, new and enhanced safety measures and a critical hardening of its 
electric system to strengthen the safety and resiliency of the electric grid to further reduce future 
wildfire risks. More information can be found at pge.com/wildfiresafety.   
 
About PG&E 
 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company, a subsidiary of PG&E Corporation (NYSE:PCG), is one of 
the largest combined natural gas and electric energy companies in the United States. Based in 
San Francisco, with more than 20,000 employees, the company delivers some of the nation’s 
cleanest energy to nearly 16 million people in Northern and Central California. For more 
information, visit pge.com and pge.com/news. 
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